Our Lady of Lebanon

Shrine

AUl  gimied ($06
Ol 8w Hliog
Tlan iy @3 LSy (e

John Obeid November 15, 2024

N







Leammington Lebanese (lub
And
Our Lady of Lebanon Strine

LLC
Copyright All Rights Reserved = John Obeid’s Publications
20 November 2024

PRINTED BY: PRINT WIORKS
382 DEVONSHIRE Rd. , Windsor Ontario N8Y 2L4
Tel/Text: 519-324-8077 Mobile: 226-787-0789

E-Mail: prntwork@mnsi.net6




Py S i
2Y9%) 4 > N

Today, the Lebanese club is at its best, thanks to the efforts of the current
president, Mr. Maurice Raffoul, the club manager, Mr. Paul Tawil,
the former president, Mr. Joe George, and the famous executive chef,
Mr. George Harb, along with the mayor of the administration
and members who have made achievements and work with
the best quality that deserves praise and appreciation.

We thank you for your dedication and mastery in your work
and for contributing to the club achieving its lofty goals.

Yes, words fail to give you your due for the hard work and continuous work
with sincerity to raise and advance the work, so thank you very much and |
wish you to continue to achieve
all your goals and reach the highest ranks!

Sincerely: John Obeid
November 20, 2024
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THE FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR

REV. FATHER ANTOINE SLEIMAN, O.LM

Father Antoine was ordained on May 25, 1969, at the Holy Spirit University of Kaslik in
Lebanon. He later moved to Canada to further his education, obtaining a master’s de-
gree from the University of Windsor and a Public Relations Diploma from Michigan State
University.

In 1975, John Obeid inspired the idea of establishing the Leamington Lebanese Club. He
took this concept seriously and began working on the foundation of the club, eventually
receiving a lifetime membership in recognition of his contributions.

He dedicated his efforts to serving the Maronite community in the Leamington and De-
troit areas. His career included serving as an administrator at St. Antonios School in
Chekka and later as the principal at St. George School in Aachach, North Lebanon. After
moving to Canada, he established St. Antoine Monastery in Outremont, Quebec, and
Our Lady of Lebanon Church in London, England.

After holding various principal positions in different monasteries and serving on
numerous educational committees, he established North Lebanon College. His final
project was constructing the Church of Mar Antonious, located adjacent to North
L ebanon College. This achievement earned him the nickname "the Man of Mission
impossible."
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To the rising Generations

| dedicate this historical summary
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Cedar Tree
A story and history of the pride of the Lebanese




EVERY TIME WE GATHER A HEART,

WE RIDE A STONE

| was once asked: How was the club built in Leamington?
So | answered as follows:

How was the club built? In a sleepless night
How did insight begin to tell sight
How did thinking begin to pass through the ear
You imagine the club through the lenses of sight
An idea from the seventies created a community
The image appeared on a group of images
An idea that erased the word selfishness and greed
And an idea for whose prestige? Fate concealed it
And the word | am, it was obliterated by spots

The idea that lived, heart upon heart gathered

And every time we gather a heart, we ride a stone!




THE FAMOUS EXECUTIVE CHEF
GEORGE HARB

Offers the finest and most delicious Lebanese & International dishes.
His cooking is truly worthy of praise, its taste is special and high-level!

COME AND TRY YOU WILL BE BACK!

a4

The Cedars Hall is open
Thursday and Friday from 11:30 am to 2:00 pm
Saturday from 5 pm to 8 pm

Lunch Buffet
Thursdays & Frldays
Tlam-2pm B N
Dinner Buffet
Saturdays Spm-8pm
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John Obeid

is the first, who gave the idea of establishing.

the Lebanese Club and the shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon

in Leamington Ontario.
He then gave the idea to:
Father Antoine Sleiman,

and he asked him for guidance and help making these dreams come true..!

THE CHAIRMAN OF FUND RAISING
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This logo was drawn by artist Saud Al-Ayoubi
At the request of John Obeid




How DID THE IDEA OF THE LEBANESE CLUB START?

AND HOW DID IT COME TRUE?

First of all, | am pleased to cite what came in the book

“The Lebanese Presence” by Nabil Harfoush, page 15:

“Lebanon is everywhere, and expatriates gather in certain streets,
markets, and neighborhoods to which they transfer Lebanon: Lebanon is
the temple, the magazine, the newspaper, the restaurant, the Arab foods
and the nightclubs, and they revive the Arabic language, their national
customs and traditions, their dances and songs, and they establish
associations, clubs and schools, and Lebanon remains a hub for their
social, cultural, and national and political interests. So in every town and
city a new Lebanon applies to it and to those who created it these two
wonderful classic lines of our great poet Saeed Akl, which are echoed by

everyone who talks about Lebanese alienation:
“From our little home, we roam the earth

We spread our villages on every shore

We challenge the world as peoples and homelands
And we build where we want Lebanon.”

What was mentioned above applies completely to any Lebanese

community, whether it is in Canada or in any country in the world. The

@ old emigration began to Canada since 1890, while the new emigration

began in 1952, which intensified from 1956 until the mid-seventies during

nd after the horrific war that ravaged Lebanon over a period o

{ seventeen vyears of death, destruction and loss until today. }
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The Lebanese community in Leamington Ontario, Canada, which {-7@

\
- -' )
constitutes 95% of the people of the northern town of Tourza from [ /1S -’f 3
Bcharre district. The sons of Tourza used to meet most of the time in v\z, .
the mid-sixties until the early seventies in the city's park, which is

located on: Princess and Talbot Street East. k.c_j

As for those who used to meet and gather in that garden almost dai-
ly after they returned from their work. They are: Mohsen Elias, Sam
Elias, Elias Iskandar Gerges, Youssef Asaad lbrahim, Antonius Boulos
Seeman, Youssef Jabbour, Sarkis Raffoul, Boula Youssef Mikhael,

Paul Sleiman, and many others...

Father Antoine blessed the idea, encouraged the youth, and added,
“I am with you, but above all, | want to visit the Lebanese communi-
ty in Leamington, house by house, to seek their opinions and feelings
regarding a project that would bring the community together as a

whole.”

A few days before Christmas 1971, he visited every home and every
Lebanese family in Leamington and its environs to propose to them
the idea of gathering and uniting. The response was encouraging,
but varied among the many optimists, and there were a few who

wanted more results.

But there is no doubt. In that Father Antoine got a direct insight

from the congregation and the breadth of its ideas and vision. In

early 1972 several meetings were held in St Michael's Latin Hall and

Leamington Arena where ideas were exchanged and a decision was
taken to establish the club. The founding committee reflected the

desire of the group as a whole, and set its goal. On August 13, 1972,




Jean Obeid, and he told the gathering about the establishment of a
center for the club that brings together the Lebanese expatriates in
Leammington and its environs. The poem is later titled “A tente of

Plne”

With your support, will and communication, we will succeed in
realizing and implementing this dream that we yearn for. Today,
each one of us must extend a hand of generosity by paying a
thousand dollars as a debt for ten years without interest, and the
creditor is considered a founding member of the club. During this
extraordinary meeting of generosity, generosity, and enthusiasm,
we were able to raise 70,000 dollars. On August 17, 1972, the land
was purchased, paid for, and registered in full at:

447 ON-77, Leamington, ON N8H 3Ve6.

The foundation stone was laid on May 25, 1976, after which 60,000
dollars were collected from the community, and construction
began. To fulfill what we started with, we need more money, which
has run out. Despite all of the foregoing, at that time a large
segment of the community was against the idea, so they began to
spray poison into the hearts of the community. In late August 1976,

| brought the matter up to Father Antoine Suleiman, and he told me:

Let's send an open letter to the community, urging them to

complete what we started. At that point, | sat down with the “Arab
Doctor” who was following my example, and we wrote an open
letter to the Lebanese community, entitled: “Our goal is our unity,

and in our unity is our strength.”




we started with. The following is the verbatim text of the letter:

OPEN LETTER

“OUR AIM IS IN OUR UNITY AND OUR UNITY IS IN OUR TRENGTH”.
MY NATIONAL SONS:
SINCERE FRATERNAL GREETING...

In all quiet and frankly | came in this letter to show you very clearly
some points still coated with suspicion and misgivings on social
issues, or nearly be a stumbling block to social progress and our
objective. | will try to make a diagnosis our disease rampant in our
society. If you allow, and you cooperate with me, let us hurry to
treat it before it's too late. My message is based on three points:

First, how was started the idea of the Club?

When | came to Canada on the 17th of August 1971, | had no idea
how good your community in this country that you have made it
your home; and after a while, taking many of you asking for a way to
reunite. And | took. And | took the ideas I've been having and | still
remember that | visited your bountiful homes in the third week of
December year 1971, Each of you have raised the idea of
reunification and in consequence the rich debate that if anything, to
your satisfaction the realistic thinking and intellectual then swung

¥
between pessimist and optimist, and the between.. q

After several meetings, in the Church of Saint Michael and the
Recreation Center, | saw that the solution is to start building up the
club. The Club was on 9 April in 1972. First and last objective is that




we must meld in one pot our differences, our trends and our
strong unity non-monolithic all fragmented Lebanese family
residing in Leamington and its surroundings. So, the Club is not our
goal and our purpose only, "our aim is in our unity and our unity is
in our strength". The Club is a way

to attain the end, if turned up to be a way and then the metrics
flipped and our groups contract that we wanted.

Second - what the Club was able to achieve so far?

Bought a piece of land 7 acres and paid in full. Contribution to the
Centennial of the establishment of the city of Leamington, then
registration of the Club in the Canadian Government. Start
building the Lebanese Centre project for all Lebanese without
exception. A connection layout with every family Lebanese here to
lend a thousand dollars on for 10 years without interest and that
inscribe the lender as a founding member of the Centre. (560,000)
was collected from the community and was spent on current
construction on Route 77 North of the city. Construction project
cost 250 thousand dollars. The Lebanese community is nearly 300
families. If each family contributed $1000, we don't need anyone's
help from the Canadian Government neither from the Lebanese
Government

Third - the obstacles that stand in the way must disappear.

Dependency is a disease in the structure of the landscape. They

say: "walk and we are with you. Start the construction, and when

the building is finished, we are with you. Show us the miracles in
order to believe. They clap with one hand. This is the dependency.
And any society goes on this way is going to fall apart. The envy is

the Cancer of Society, the tribal and family and loss of dialogue.




It is impossible to agree on a topic 100%, if there is a conflict in

views and in view of the phenomena of things, this is the heart of
democracy, unless this was a rich and constructive dialogue and
not the character of the Byzantine controversy: "my way or no

way.". | alone have the truth and | don't want  anyone to argue
with me, if | am wrong or right, there's 20, 30 back with me. If |

want to cooperate, but fighting and sabotage, and at best quit and
don't do. This is the spirit adopted communities. Come on be
honest with ourselves, are we living this backward mentality now
in the age of 20? We are almost lost our home Lebanon because
these reactionaries.

Fourth - Lack of confidence in ourselves and in each other:

Self-confidence something claims something else. The growing up
is pride, and the conceit its opposite. Do not praise yourself as
victorious, but praises the Lord, I'm not saying that you have to
believe in stone to be cure, but the proverb says: "goodness
supposed evil proves him." sorry to tell you that the meter turned
in our society and became evil presumably proves it. One solution
is to renounce these habits and give confidence to each other and
discard us envy and loathing and dependency and tribal stumbling
on the way to the top of glory and success. Each one must
examine his conscience dutifully in order to see and believe in my
sincere words. It compels us to honor that e what had already
started. And we the Lebanese are known by our pride and vigor,
our young men reject humiliation and our elders refuse to sleep

on grievances, and this trait honest inherited from grandparents

we will protect it. Our great souls elevate outperformed over
other enthusiasms, our campaign to build this lavish club, which
will inevitably be focused and a reference for all the Lebanese in
this area.




Don't let our enthusiasm fail for what the price of this project, if you
do not want to work, again, do not wait of the stranger to generalize
and to work for you. If we stop now, and lock our money for the
project, so what are going to say our citizens about us? At least we
hear that the Lebanese in Leamington started the project without
counting the cost, they failed to complete it, and they divided among
themselves, so the other will mock of us. God forbid that we accept
the humiliation, ridicule, the gloat and disgrace, but of little money
that found for human service, not to be saArificed the honor and the
decency on the altar of idol.

Get up as the lions, and endow as one man together to do good, you
will get the glory, and your sons and the sons of your sons will bless
your name from generation to generation.

On each family must contribute immediately and does not wait for
others to work for her. If you don't believe in the way we gave,
rOather humbly and earnest, give your opinion and engage. And
remember that the Club is a good link for all the community and not
a goal or a distinction. We need to gather from now until end
October $200 thousand dollars, and I'm sure that this amount if we
measure it comparing to your self-esteem and your desire to build, is
a pittance. All of you at the height of affluence, and you all are
working.

If we were taking you as individual, you sacrifice the precious in the
way of matters that you attempt to reach now. Why don't you gather
together? And why don't you join hands?

Ifa_}‘ Why don’t you eliminate evil and forget what is behind, and open

to what is before you, and build a future worthy of you and your
- sons, if the misfortune not fell up on you from your sons, they would
ignore you. It is a shame and injustice to masquerading children for
parents. Contribute and work from your heart, the Lord may give you

ﬁ mul%wnd God may grant you. }




doing to God who finished and sanctify this house that will be a

spiritual and social status. You will have a spiritual and Social Cen-

ter, where God makes his name forever and would be his eyes and

his heart there every day comes in your needs that will be re-

leased, in your troubles, you call in your grief, and it relieves your

tears. Let us ensure that his eyes watch over us with god's care.
Father Antoine Sleiman Leamington the first September 1976

NOTE

Within this letter a check, if you'd like to contribute and have not yet contribut-
ed, hoping that you fill this check, and you becoming one of the founders of the

Lebanese Center. Please send it to the following address:

L. L.C.P.O. Box 535, Leamington, Ontario, Canada, or contact one of the Club’s

Administrators
— =t
A HISTORICAL GLIMPSE OF LEBANESE CLUB

The beginnings of the Lebanese Leamington Club go back to the
17th of August 1971, the date of the arrival of the Reverend Father
Antoine Sleiman, a member of the Order of Maronite Monks of

Lebanon.

New to that part of Ontario, Father Antoine was little aware of the

Lebanese Community settled in Leamington and its suburbs. He

was to be very happily surprised. Soon after his arrival, a dedicated

group of young people led by John Obeid from the community
formed a committee and expressed a strong desire to bring the

Lebanese together.




the spirit he noted in the newly formed committee, he decided to

sound the Community at large about their feelings concerning a

project that would bring them all together.

A few days before Christmas of 1971, he visited every home and

every Lebanese family in Leamington and its suburbs to put to them

the idea of getting together and uniting.

The response he got was encouraging but varied. Among the many
optimists there were few who were non-committal and there were
those who wanted more, also those who wanted to be sure. but
there is no question that Father Antoine got a firsthand insight into
the Community and the breadth of its thought and vision.

The response he got was encouraging but varied. Among the many
optimists there were few who were non-committal and there were
those who wanted more, also those who wanted to be sure. but
there is no question that Father Antoine got a firsthand insight into

the Community and the breadth of its thought and vision.

In the early part of 1972, there followed several meetings, held in
the hall of St. Michael’s church and the Leamington Arena, during
which ideas were  exchanged. By April things were taking shape.

On April 9th, 1972 the decision to set up a club was taken... the

process was underway.

The founding Committee, reflecting the desire of the Community at

large, set as its main objective, uniting the Lebanese together. The

) S " planned Club would serve the whole Community.
IQ .




( W The‘oﬁy/rlequirement would be a common Lebanese ance:t?
)
The primary objective: to unite the Community and keep it together.

Now that these ideas were clearly defined, the next big step was to &

be purchase of a suitable piece of property for the Club.

On August 17, 1972 the land was purchased. All seven acres of it,

fully paid up. The location of the land on Highway 77, north of
Leamington was very beautiful one and would serve the purpose
very well.

The breaking of the ground took place on the 25th of May 1976. In

less than a year, the Club was ready.

As early as February of 1977, the facilities were operational enough
for the members to hold their first dinner party there.

It was an extremely successful fund drive at which enough money

was donated to complete the installations needed by the Club.

The dedication Banquet celebrated May 21st coincides with the

closest Saturday to the anniversary of the breaking of the ground.

During that period the Lebanese Community of Leamington and its
suburbs has had the visits of Lebanese personalities such as Sheikh
Habib Kayrouz, M.P. and president of the National Council for
Tourism in Lebanon, who inspected the newly purchased site in

1974, before any building was erected. He was accompanied by His

Excellency Samir El-Khoury, Counsel General of Lebanon.

During the summer of 1976, the Abati Charbel Assis General of the
Order of the Maronite Monks of Lebanon, accompanied by the Rev-

erend Father Antoine Sleiman, saw the Club with outside structure
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During the fall of 1976, when the Club was about complete, the
Most Reverend Bishop Abou Jaoude, representing the Maronite
Patriarch, visited the Club, while on a brief stop in Leamington to
officiate at the funeral of the late Mr. Younan Younan.

And so, to the dedication, not so much of the building, but of a
Club and a Community working together, united in a common
Lebanese heritage and loyalty to this great country of ours
CANADA.

But this only the beginning; planning for the coming phases of
building are underway. Father Antoine, we thank you.




The first meeting is to be held in the unfinished club building. The earth is dust, and our chairs were

made of pumice stones.

B

b | was invited by the executive body of the club to give this speech explaining in ’_Qj
” detail what we have achieved so far and what is going on in the investigation )
phase because there are groups in the community that have begun to fabricate
false rumours about the membership of the club, and put sticks between the
wheels of the project, and also held to collect donations on January 23, 1977.

My brothers,

The dream has come true and become a tangible reality and a perspective. The
dream that every Lebanese immigrant had in mind, that immigrant who used to
repeat: "Oh on Hal brings us together. Oh, if we have Hal and Bass..."

Yes, the club was built and stood tall in existence with the vigour of youth and
the best, and here we are the hour we meet in its spaciousness. On behalf of the
authors of the idea, | welcome and congratulate the Lebanese community in
Leamington, and congratulations to the members of the club.

Dear brothers,

| stand today at the official invitation of the club's administrative body, to explain
to you clearly all that has been done so far, what decisions have been taken and
what must be done soon to complete what we started with in the best way.

The project to build the club started with the word, "We must have Hull", and we
ended with "Building it". Hence, we will continue to go in the right direction that
benefits all members of the Lebanese community.

Last Sunday, January 16, 1977, at five o'clock in the evening, the club's
administrative body met and discussed some important points. After research

and argument, the following decisions were taken, which were voted by the

majority and registered in the section of amendments to the law. Some groups
fabricate false rumours about club membership, as they promote and say that the
annual subscription of the club is a thousand dollars, and without it, a person
cannot be a club member... We, in turn, deny these unfounded rumours and
answer clearly and frankly the following:




| stand today at the official invitation of the club's administrative
body, to explain to you clearly all that has been done so far, what
decisions have been taken and what must be done soon to

complete what we started with in the best way.

The project to build the club started with the word, "We must have
Hull", and we ended with "Building it". Hence, we will continue to
go in the right direction that benefits all members of the Lebanese

community.

Last Sunday, January 16, 1977, at five o'clock in the evening, the
club's administrative body met and discussed some important
points. After research and argument, the following decisions were
taken, which were voted by the majority and registered in the
section of amendments to the law. Some groups fabricate false ru-
mours about club membership, as they promote and say that the
annual subscription of the club is a thousand dollars, and without it,
a person cannot be a club member... We, in turn, deny these

unfounded rumours and answer clearly and frankly the following:

First. - What is the annual subscription salary of the Lebanese Club
in Lexington? The annual salary of the club is only $ 25. Whoever
pays this contribution becomes an active member of the Club,

enjoys all the rights provided for by the Club Law and the Canadian

Government, and has the right to elect, elect, debate, propose and

argue.

Secondly. - What is the tale of a thousand dollars? The initial

thousand dollars that we started with to buy the land is not an




in Lexington? The annual salary of the club is only $ 25. Whoever
pays this contribution becomes an active member of the Club,
enjoys all the rights provided for by the Club Law and the Canadian
Government, and has the right to elect, elect, debate, propose and

argue.

Secondly. - What is the tale of a thousand dollars? The initial
thousand dollars that we started with to buy the land is not an
annual subscription salary and has not been counted in the sched-
ule of donations, but a loan to the club for ten years without any

interest, nothing more and no less.

Thirdly. - What are the privileges of a thousand dollars for a
creditor? The person who lends the thousand dollars becomes a
founding member of the club and is also elected, elected or
appointed to the management committee of the club hall, and the
members of this committee are individuals who owe the club a
thousand dollars. This committee is solely responsible for managing
the affairs of the Club Hall, and continues to manage while paying
the debts in full, then returns as business management only. He is
also elected or appointed to the club's hall management
committee, and the members of this committee are individuals who
owe the club a thousand dollars. This committee is solely responsi-

ble for managing the affairs of the club hall and continues to

manage while the debts are paid in full, at which point the

management of the hall is returned to a committee elected by the

members of the club without any exception.

Fourthly. -Creditor statement the creditor benefits from his loan as

! fdl%’uring a condolence feast, i.e. (the summit of me% ;




from others by paying for the costs of the feast only without any

profits. This feature is applied to the spouse and children.

Fifthly. - What are the costs of building the club yet? The cost of the
club's construction project is $ 250,000. $60,000 was collected from
the community and spent on construction present, and about

$190,000 according to the contractors' agreement instruments.

Sixthly. - How many people paid a thousand dollars? So far, people
have lent a thousand dollars, and 11 people have paid the

thousand in installments.

Yes, brothers, we were able to build this beautiful center, and now
we only must work hard to raise about $ 200,000 to get rid of debt

once and for all.

Today we have arrived at the crossroads, with our heads held high,
as is our habit and our character. Is it appropriate for us to throw
our shovels and shovels and flee on the run? Yes, we believed in
our spontaneous principles and carried out this project, which no
community can do with its magnitude, and our project was
available in pre-construction, in construction and after it, features
of a free nature that made all the people convinced to implement
what we started with, even if it was not practical, but they used to

tell us: "Start, live and walk with the project and we follow you." By

God, dear members of my community, we have started, ended,
aged, gathered in buildings and walked on our land, so where are
you? If you intend what you have told us and want to keep the

promise, today we want you and we want your jealousy, your




facts as clear as sunlight and quickly, so everyone interested has the

right to know the truth. Although sometimes we could not avoid
arguing, but rather join the ranks of all our supporters to defend a
just principle, we used all means by which we could provide the
community with the facts. We took action to correct the error
whenever necessary, and since there was no need to make any
reform, we worked to clarify this, since the conflict could not be
avoided, we used this to gain insight into the club's useful services.
We have taken action to fix the error whenever necessary, since
there was no need for any reform, we worked to clarify this, and
since the conflict could not be avoided, we used this to gain insight
into the club's useful services. Let us proudly mention what has
already been done for the club, and today to propose other solu-
tions to complement what we have started with, and to mention the
present results of the struggle in finding the desired amount so that
we draw positive rules for the community that determine the ways
of therapy. Today we have arrived at the crossroads, with our heads
held high, as is our habit and our character. Is it appropriate for us to
throw our shovels and shovels and flee on the run? Yes, we believed
in our spontaneous principles and carried out this project, which no

community can do with its magnitude, and our project was available

in pre-construction, in construction and after it, features of a free q

nature that made all the people convinced to implement what we

started with, even if it was not practical, but they used to tell us:
"Start, live and walk with the project and we follow you." By God,

dear members of my community, we have started, ended, aged,




you intend what you have told us and want to keep the promise,
today we want you and we want your jealousy, your generosity and
your fulfillment of promises. Let's speak openly and retain the
dignity we expect from each other in a way that increases the
reputation of our club. We have provided the community with facts
as clear as sunlight and quickly, so everyone interested has the right
to know the truth. Although sometimes we could not avoid arguing,
but rather join the ranks of all our supporters to defend a just
principle, we used all means by which we could provide the
community with the facts. We took action to correct the error
whenever necessary, and since there was no need to make any
reform, we worked to clarify this, since the conflict could not be
avoided, we used this to gain insight into the club's useful services.
We have taken action to fix the error whenever necessary, since
there was no need for any reform, we worked to clarify this, and
since the conflict could not be avoided, we used this to gain insight
into the club's useful services. Let us proudly mention what has
already been done for the club, and today to propose other solutions
to complement what we have started with, and to mention the
present results of the struggle in finding the desired amount so that
we draw positive rules for the community that determine the ways

of therapy.

We must publish and preach, write and incite, speak out and

say: Our club is nothing but a Lebanese Canadian association whose
goal is to create a cohesive Lebanese community in this country,
aware of its duties and enjoying its rights. It occupies its position and

maintains its dignity in this sovereign Canadian State: To prepare
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your fulfillment of promises. Let's speak openly and retain the
dignity we expect from each other in a way that increases the
reputation of our club. We have provided the community with facts
as clear as sunlight and quickly, so everyone interested has the right
to know the truth. Although sometimes we could not avoid arguing,
but rather join the ranks of all our supporters to defend a just
principle, we used all means by which we could provide the
community with the facts. We took action to correct the error
whenever necessary, and since there was no need to make any
reform, we worked to clarify this, since the conflict could not be
avoided, we used this to gain insight into the club's useful services.
We have taken action to fix the error whenever necessary, since
there was no need for any reform, we worked to clarify this, and
since the conflict could not be avoided, we used this to gain insight
into the club's useful services. Let us proudly mention what has
already been done for the club, and today to propose other
solutions to complement what we have started with, and to
mention the present results of the struggle in finding the desired
amount so that we draw positive rules for the community that the

ways of therapy.

We must publish and preach, write and incite, speak out and
say: Our club is nothing but a Lebanese Canadian association whose

goal is to create a cohesive Lebanese community in this country,

aware of its duties and enjoying its rights. It occupies its position

and maintains its dignity in this sovereign Canadian State: To
prepare young people to carry out their obligations in the interest

of this hospitable country. By developing the spirit of sacrifice and




and integrity. This is the idea for which we live and for WhICh we
die. This is the idea we want and that we will make inclusive,

achieve the desired destiny of the community and make it free and
happy. To this end, we will give without compromise, speak without @j
shame, and work without fear on the most beautiful song of an

anthem: we are all brothers, and we are all for each other.
John Obeid,

Chairman of the Fund-Raising Committee
—— 3

WE ARE THE PEOPLE OF LEBANON
If we plant the lily among the rocks,
it grows weak in shape and leaves
If we plant the lily among the rocks,
it grows weak in shape and leaves
If you plant the Ajrama between the rocks
suffocate the flowers in their thorns

And the high mountains of God other than eagles,

what fluttered on it but its wings
We, the people of Lebanon, confused the ages,
and we have told the world our stories
And in every spot of the land, we built palaces

Its banners beat at the gates of glory




LEBANESE FAMILY HOME

| gave this speech at the first party held in the hall of the new Leb-
anese club for fundraising In early February 1977 Ladies and gen-
tlemen, Brothers, On behalf of the authors of the idea and behalf
of the Lebanese community, | welcome you to your home, the

Lebanese family home.

Excuse me, unfortunately, Father Antoine could not be with us
tonight, so please raise your glasses with me, brothers, so let's
drink together the toast of the young priest and the bomb of the

Lebanese community in Leamington, Father Antoine Suleiman.

| will talk with you my brothers tonight in common Arabic so that
the one who was born here can understand what we are talking
about and saying. The vernacular language is the language of the

heart. Wisdom says:

The words that come out of the heart fall in the heart, and the
words that come out of the mouth do not exceed the ear. Tonight
they invited me the good guys to talk and the night talk was differ-
ent from all the talk | am not Gaye between my eloquence
and the work of Cicero Gaye saying how many words come out of

my heart that you put in your hearts, and bear them with your role




, W for the absent who seemed to convey and hear them to everyone g?'@ ,

who opposes and stands on the sidelines. And this truth is the truth ’

of each of us. For my part, with all love and faith, | look forward to a

better and better tomorrow. Like everyone ambitious, loves progress,

loves love, loves intimacy and is a dignity and center today. And to-

night, | ask you seriously and | hope that we put our hands honestly
and honestly and trust each other because trust is a precious treasure
that is not measured by the measure of material and superficiality.
Trust is the basis for building a moral community and a pillar of solid
foundations in achieving hopes and reaching the top of glory. Trust
must be given to those who deserve it, without which we can achieve
nothing and cannot reach knowledge and truth many thoughts about
what is going on in my head | would like to clarify these ideas to each
of you. Everything | wish that the faithful friend and companion of the
faithful path hears these ideas and in turn convey them with all faith
tonight and high hopes and optimism | am sure that the community in
this center will have a bright future, Oh God, if we give this full confi-
dence to each other and eliminate the trivial curses, and as the poet

says: "The night must be cleared.

Yes, the night of the community will be cleared and a new dawn will

rise on us and the sun of our love will rise on the beginnings of our

saying goes: "We will know the lot from the mother of centuries",

' "We%ow the lot from the mother of centuries", and tf} '
4 _




.virtuous people will appear. which makes us the virtues of what
do. Not everything we don't know makes us kids. What makes us
the children of those whom we pray for? Not everything that we
wait for or lie about makes us pray. that makes us and the prayers
of those who are oppressed. Not everything we publish makes us
literati. What makes us the writers of those who do it? Yes, the
time has come, and the dough is sour. And | repeat the words that
you said here in the hall for two Fridays, the dream came true and
became a tangible reality. Those who said, start and build and
show us a result that is not a word, and we will be with you one
hundred percent. We started and our age and the result before
you are clear, what after Hal sweet what is in the form of this re-
gion, and where are you, good people, and where are you jealous?
You promised, but you see, what is the time after our community

digests, understands, preserves, works, prays, digests and does?

For the sake of loyalty, we must dedicate ourselves to achieving
our dreams. For the sake of loyalty, we must all stand by all those
who do good for the community. For the sake of loyalty, we must
all stand up to every enemy who gloats over the opposition that is

spraying poison in the hearts and shaking good intentions. For the

sake of loyalty, we must repeat to all the envious people: We love
this club, the club of girls and guys, our girls and boys are stead-

fast. We are the beneficiaries of this project, and we are complete




time. And no matter how far we are separated on the paths of life,
we must never reunite with this beautiful club with our sorrows
and joys. Our faith is strong, and our heads are held high, and we
will not bow to the father of a group opposing them... | just stand
here. Honor and | will see you like you in front of this platform, see
these sweet girls, and each one with her is a notebook of checks
for all the banks in Lymington, hoping from your good jealousy
that you will come forward and give what allows you to honor the
Lebanese. Enough pride for us, that our good young people
opened the way for us and walked, and what are we after us,
waiting for what they do and help with this work that benefits
everyone? | just stand here. And now as you see in front of this
stage see these nice girls and each one has a chequebook for all
the banks in Lymington, hoping from your good jealousy to come
forward and give what your generosity allows without limits.
Come and donate, and may God increase your wealth and in-

crease your age years over the years.

And here | began to expect the cheques and from time to time |

would recite a paragraph of poetry.)

I no longer remember how much value | collected that night??




THE PEOPLE OF MY COUNTRY

On the fundraising party for the Lebanese Club in Leamington in February
1977

The people of my country are calling for familiarity in this alienation
Glory will only bring us together in this club
And glory does not bring us together and our paws do not clap with
in this club, we don't watch the hidden and the exposed
Excessive generosity in dollars
Instead of a thousand pay thousand ds
Oh, son of my country and more

The people of my country are calling for familiarity
in this alienation

Glory will only bring us together in this club
Glory will only bring us together in this club
Glory has brought us together from time to time,
and our position is great and high
We were raised in the homeland as brothers
and here we live as one family
We have a prominent place among all communities

If time has worsened for one of us in a bad situation

We rise men and women and sacrifice the most precious

These are our customs in Lebanon and what a nice habit

The people of my country are calling for familiarity in this alienation

Glory will only bring us together in this club

The people of my country are calling for familiarity in this alienation
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OH COMMUNITY

Oh community, how many years of passed?
For the inauguration party, we are waiting
We built a center in the hands netting
And we came in the name of love a unified league
We came to the world as guests
We came to prove our precious right

In my opinion, we meant to unite the ranks

We stood together in solidarity
Where we let the world watching
How love is stacked in our ranks
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IN A PINE TENT
—ZC s O
In a pine tent on the shoulders of rocks,
The hands of the gods blended our soil
On a braided bed of eagle feathers,
Wwe fell asleep and woke up from the dream of our naps

The dream was a journey to the depths of the seas

For a place where we teach our customs

+
A ) —

The second dream is for the country's men
To attend our big club's inauguration
The sleepless nights lasted longer than the tired ones7
And our bond was stronger than destiny.

And tomorrow, when will our children see our work?
The second dream will live in the eyes of the blind!
G O
And the third dream that the immigrant got his destination
And the owners of the house have no enemy
And any way we look at the society
We see the full moon of the night took his seat
And the chest of jihad after his suffering is explained
And from the shrine of the goat, we built his shrine

0 dream wake up to the bread of joy

Cheers to the hearts of the young people who have worked
+

m)

And the fourth dream of this land is to fill it with buildings
We construct buildings that are suitable for all ages.
Building for children who are still minors
For sports, for the lesson, for waiting.
And a building for those who have lived in this world for years,
For the old woman and the old man of the house
And a building for the young guys and girls,
For dancing, for the singer, for the beats of the strings
Even the people of the house will be together

And the sun of our Lebanon shines day and night.

P o)
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THE CEREMONY OF CUTTING THE RIBBON

This Happy occasion will go down in the history of our Community as a memorable one.

For today we witness the culmination of years of planning and effort.

Today, we witness an event for which we have all waited a long time. Today, we put into a
practical application the motto of our Club, by dedicating this building for the use of the Leb-
anese Community as well as of the others. At this time, I call upon His Excellency Samir El-
Khoury, Consul General of Lebanon, representing His Excellency Nabih Nussaiyer, Ambas-
sodor of Lebanon to Ottawa to cut the Ribbon, and upon the Reeve of Mersea Township, Mr.
John Dick in whose town the Club is located to witness the Ribbon cutting.
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THE DEDICATION OF LEAMINGTON LEBANESE CLUB
THE CEREMONY OF CUTTING THE RIBBON
From left to right: MPP Remo Mancini, Mayor Sterling Welch, Tony Sleiman, Rive John Dick,

John Obeid, Hanna Jacobs, Georges Obeid, His Excellency Samir El-Khoury, Consul General of Lebanon




GRAND OPENING COMMITTEE %—}
LLC

Chairman: John Obeid

MEMBERS:

Sam Elias, Joe George, Mike Raffoul, Jim Boutrous, John Jacob,
Max Abraham, Sleiman Sleiman, Tony Sleiman, John Eid.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Max Elias, Vice President: Jim Boutrous
Secretary: Charles Raheb, Treasurer: S.A. Sleiman
MEMBERS
Tom Maksoud, Louis Obeid, Fayez Zakaria, George Obeid,
Fred Nassif, John Eid, Sam Elias, Max Saad, Max Abraham.
MANAGEMENT OF THE FACILITIES
John Jacobs, Tony Sleiman, Mike Raffoul
TRUSTEES: BUILDING FUND COMMITTEE
Father Antoine Sleiman, Fred Jacobs, Tanous Sleiman,

Bakhous Aziz, Fayaz Zakaria

E——-——~
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DEDICATION PROGRAM

Divine Liturgy Celebrated By: Rt. Rev. Cho-Bishop George Wehbby, C.B.
Vicar General Maronite Diocese 4:30 P.M. Representing the Most Rev.
Francis M. Zayek, S.T.D.

Bishop of the Diocese of Saint Maron, Detroit, Mi. U.S.A.
Co-CELEBRANTS:
Sermon in Church by: Rt. Rev. Chor-Bishop Joseph Feghali
Pastor of St. Maron’s Cathedral
Rev. Father A. William -Rev. Father James Casper
RIBION CUTTING By:

His Excellency Samir El-Khoury. Consul General of Lebanon Repre-
senting

His Excellency, the Ambassador of Lebanon in Canada, Nabih Naissiyer

COCKEQL..o.cvcrreirieree ettt 6:30 P.M.
1] =1 0 0 SO S 7:30 P.M.
BANQUET PROGRAM
Canadian National Anthem..........ccoeeeeeeecsiereersirecseennens Assembly
Lebanese National Anthem..........cccoevviveveeinnercnineseece v Assembly
INVOCALION ...ttt e Rev. Fr. James Casper
TOaSt (QUEEN)......veeeeeeereererere e eevessess e e e Mr. M. R. Whittle

Toast (Fr. Sleiman & the Lebanese Community....... Mr. Joe Jacobs

e ==




MSSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF L.L.C.

Max ELiAs

Word of Welcome and Introduction

On behalf of the board of directors, | would like to welcome each
and everyone of you, who came from far or near to celebrate with
us the grand opening of our new Leamington Lebanese Club.

Also 1 would like to take this opportunity to extend the
expression of appreciation to each and every member of the club,
who made our project possible. Hopping to stay united as we are
for many years to come.

And now Ladies and gentlemen, [ present to you the master of
ceremony for tonight, Mr. John Obeid.

Max Elias
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Master of Ceremonies

Thank you, Max, for your lovely introduction.

Distinguish Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

From time to time during the program, I will be addressing the audience in
Arabic.

I beg your indulgence and patience.
Having asked for your indulgence, I will proceed with a few lines of poetry.
which I composed especially for this occasion.

.




The weather after winter and the frost makes

the meadow laughs with spring's arrival.
A mutual agreement has been made regarding satisfaction and success in love.
How beautiful you are, oh era of love and contentment.
We were created with a new dawn, leaving the past behind.
Loyalty became the focal point of our club’s broadcast.
Even the Earth is joyful, and the skies are bright.
It seems that spring has come to visit us,
raising in one hand the fragrance and in the other the essence of the season.
Oh, community, within you resides both glory and nostalgia.
You are an immortal symbol through the years.
Among you are the strongest lions.
no den is more beautiful than yours.
Your reputation grows each day, fragrant as roses. Your roses bloom on both sides.
On the day of your club’s inauguration
Your meeting is recorded in the history of the Book of Immortals.
O community, rise in the face of time and declare your unity with pride.
Every path ultimately leads to division,

it should be completely closed off.

Your intentions are as beautiful as Lilies.

Wherever your name is mentioned, you continue to gain recognition and respect.

What do we gain from idle gossip? Conversations like this only lead to negative out-
comes.

Your home and youth represent the hope for your future.

Build up upon the foundation of your struggles '

& A éﬁ S
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Lebanese

Celebrate Club Opening

The Windsor Star Tuesday, May 24, 1977

LEAMINGTON - The Leamington-area Lebanese community dedicated a $500,000 club Saturday, May
21, 1977.

The dedication of the club building, on Highway 77 just north of town, ends five years of work by the

community.

Divine Liturgy was celebrated in the afternoon and at 6 p.m., the Consul General of Lebanon, Samir El-

Khoury, cut the ribbon to officially open the club.

Among the guests at the dedication were: Leamington Mayor Sterling Welch; Essex South MPP Remo

Mancini; and Mersea Township Reeve John Dick.

The Windsor Star

Leamington Lebanese Club Officially Opened
May 21, 1977

Mersea Township Reeve John Dick officially opened the Leamington Lebanese Club on Satur-
day evening. In the photo on the left he is helped by Samir El Khoury, Consul General of Leba-
non from Detroit. Other dignitaries in the photo include MPP Remo Mancini on the far left,
Leamington Mayor Sterling Welch, Tony Sleiman, left, Leamington Mayor Sterling Welch ,
Leamington Mayor Sterling Welch , Tony Sleiman, a club director and between Mr. Dick and
Mr. El-Khoury is John Obeid chairman of the ceremonies for the evening. In the photo right, on
the right, Father Antoine Sleiman termed the founder of the club speaks during the ceremo-
nies. Up until a day before the opening, it was thought he would not be able to attend as he
returned for duties in Lebanon in October.

Leamington Post Photos Wed. May 25, 1977
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Oh, community, my heart overflows with love and passion

i S
T for your kindness. <yl

You have turned my concerns into hope among the people.

Because of your love, | am convinced that my fervour reflects
your growing affection.

| write this poem from my heart.
Oh community, understand the meaning of my words.
| have left my soul behind in your love as a martyr of victory,
who stands beside and in front of me.

Embrace knowledge, be resolute, and you will achieve glory and dignity.
Oh, generous community, you are unique; always avoid being stingy.

You have unique ideas, a sublime mind, and actions.

You possess hearts, not stray, but adorned with glory and generosity.
The happiness grows in the heart, and increases and raises awareness
in the community, my greetings to the people of our joyful community,
| depict their love with my blood and bones.

Respect and admiration.
| once dreamed of seeing such a beautiful smile on a face.
| dreamed of the beautiful smile on the faces of my community

that never turned a blind eye to grievances.

Those who think about building a strong community

have filled my heart with joy.
Their unwavering commitment to freedom of expression is resolute,

refusing to allow any weakness to diminish their voice.

' heir generosity is the greatest testament to this spirit] '
= k)y By: John Obeid é,( =
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CONSTRUCTION
OUR LADY OF LEBANON




TOMORROW THE WORLD

Tomorrow, the world will write the histories of humanity.

It tells a story expressed by everyone within it.

Some let their art speak through stone,

and there are those who, despite their minds and sight,

struggle in darkness.

Although humanity has reached the borders of the moon,

some people have lived their entire lives feeling dead inside.

Yet, some find goodness even after death,

leaving behind a legacy!

J.O.
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE STATUE OF LADY OF LEBANON
IN LEAMINGTON ONTARIO CANADA




In the summer of 1979, John Obeid was the first to come up with the

idea of building the Sanctuary of Our lady of Lebanon. Then he

called the late George Obeid and his wife Mary; to give them the
idea and then in their turn, they will spread the word among the
Lebanese community of Leamington, Ontario. The idea fascinat-
ed George and Mary and carried out the news to the Lebanese

community in Leamington.

In the meantime, John Obeid had contacted Father Antoine Slei-
man and told him about the idea of building a monument for
Our Lady of Lebanon on the property of the Lebanese Club. Fa-
ther Antoine applauded the idea and gave us his blessing to de-

velop the idea.

After discussions, studies, and consultations with the members
of the Club and almost with the whole community, everyone

was enthusiastic.

Happy and they thought of installing this religious monument
that would perpetuate the memory of the Lebanese love for The

Lady of our Lebanon.
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Al Mot 4,003, ke
PREPARING THE PROJECT PROSPECTUS AND STATIONERIES

1. The first step | have done is to design the official logo and letterhead.

2. The second step was to obtain permission from the religious authorities to build
the shrine.

Our Lady of Lebanon Auviliary \ P.O0. Cox 241
Leamington Lebanese Club ‘ \ / /‘ Leamington, Ontasiio NEH SWE
i

Letterhead
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YOU SEE A STATUE OF THE VIRGIN ABOVE ITS TOPS 4~ j‘ |

Lebanon from its sea to its cedars

is the fragrance of its incense

Its beaches are like a flower carpet
and its mountains are covered with snow
In the winter you see the rainbow as a girdle

wrapping its mountains and peaks

And the summer is the tones of the flute of the guardian JQ
) gt
dancing on the light of his star :;'

And every spring that bursts from the mountain

‘,.
&)

)
&
:
A
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ts water that enchants the tourists. )
|
And each of us is obliged to do : 4‘1

what is beneficial to Lebanon.
O you who visit the land of revelation and light,
wherever you have gone in Mount Lebanon.

You see a statue of the Virgin above its tops!

J.O.



HOW THE IDEA STARTED
OF

BUILDING THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF LEBANON
IN LEAMINGTON ONTARIO

s

The shrine’s idea came to my mind since the construction of the
club, which turned out to be a dream come true. | talked earlier
about the establishment of the Lebanese Club, which continues to
have the support and the will of the Lebanese community in Leam-
ington where we have succeeded in achieving and implementing its
inception, which is the first of its kind in this region of Canada .

The idea and the dream of building Our Lady of Lebanon’s Shrine
were in such manner:

Sunday morning November 6 ,1977, | called Mr. George Obeid and
his wife Mary Obeid, who was at that time the President of Virgin
Fraternal Ladies, and | said to them, literally: | need you to come
here to Windsor, there is something to tell you. George said to me:
"hoping is good... What is the important thing? Tell us on the phone.
| told him | cannot now, but when you come to Windsor you will
know the news. Georges said: Ok we will be there in one hour.
When George arrived with his wife, the two were eagerly awaiting
the news surprise. Georges said: Here we are... Give us what you
have... | said to them: the idea that has been in my head since the

opening of the club; If you like the idea, in your turn you take it to
the Ladies Society and the club members and to the Lebanese
commumty in general and | am sure that everyone would welcom-




ended and said: "Say it. "l said to them:

My idea is as a proposal to Leamington’s community: What do you
think as if we have a project to build a Shrine to Our Lady of Leba-
non on the land of the Lebanese Club in Leamington, a duplicate
Shrine which topped the summit of Harissa?

When Georges & Mary heard that flew with joy and welcomed the
idea. On the same day they took the news to the community in
Leamington, and the flame of enthusiasm starts raging in the heart
of each person to the idea, because their strong faith and worship
and love for the Virgin Mary, and especially, that super religious
monument installation will Immortalize their love for Our Lady of
Lebanon, and as She is a lawyer for Resided Lebanon would be a
lawyer for expatriate Lebanon.

In the meantime, | called the father Antoine Sleiman and told him
about the idea about the construction of a Shrine for Our Lady of
Lebanon on the land of the Lebanese club. Father Antoine wel-
comed the idea and gave us his blessing to develop it.

At this time, | called the Ladies' Association for a meeting at the
Lebanese club. After discussions, and consulting with club mem-
bers and Ladies Society members, all agreed to initiate the project.

The Ladies elected me as an arrangements and contributions’
chairman to implement this blessed project. The work started as
follows:

1. - The first step | have done is to design the official logo and letter-
head.

2. — The second step was to obtain permission from the religious
authorities to build the Shrine. For this task, we elected a panel of
four women they are: (Mary Obeid, Amal Sleiman, Loris Elias,
Souad Jacob) to pay a visit the Sovereign John Michael Sherlock
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Bishop of London to seek the permission from he absolute powers y =
to begin the construction of the Shrine. The answer of his sover- \g@

. 2
the Shrine may bring honor to our Blessed Mother and bless- Q)I

eignty was: “I happily approve this request. It is my prayer that

ings to those who support it”.

3. - The third step is a press release of the project in English and
Arabic brochure, and since it was not available at that time the com-
puter, | went to search for a calligrapher in both Arabic and English,
someone pointed out to me Mr. Saoud EI-Ayoubi — artist, newly
coming from Lebanon. | asked Mr. Saoud if he can design a pam-
phlet to publish the letter of the authorization from bishop of Lon-
don, and to encourage everyone to donate generously and support
this project. When Mr. Saoud finished the pamphlet, | offered to pay
him. He said to me: “I seek refuge in God”, that | get my wages and
this Shrine is for "Sitha Mariam”? Consider me the first donor. (Mr.
Saoud is Sunni Muslim, had deserted from Lebanon, because of the
brute war; and in the end, Saoud became to be my best and sincere
friend.

4.- However, the ladies started collecting donations from the
Lebanese communities from Leamington, Windsor & Detroit and
others suburbs.

In mid-April 1981, before laying the foundation first stone in the

Shrine, Mrs. Mary

George Obeid headed to Venezuela, accompanied by Mrs. Sarkis
Refoul to collect donations from the Lebanese community in
Venezuela.
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senting the Bishop Sherlock of London assisted by Mr. John Dick Reeve
of Mersea Township in cutting the ribbon for the opening ceremony to
lay the foundation stone; and other dignitaries attended the celebra-
tion, including the Samir Shamma, Consul General of Lebanon in De-
troit, Michigan, Dr Daher Raae, Father John Sader pastor of St. Peter
church in Windsor, accompanied by his assistant Father Kaissar El-

Ashkar.

Afterward, everyone went to the club hall for dinner. After dinner a
poem was delivered by John Obeid entitled "The precious stones are
the stones of our mine” where the donations begun, bringing the total
contributions of $ 32,000 from gala dinner, bringing the total sum to $
132,000, including S 28,000 from the Venezuelan Lebanese community.
After the stone laying ceremony, we agreed that the stone statue will
be carved in Italy, and to be a replica of the statue of the Virgin Mary at
the top of Harissa. We choose Father Antoine Sleiman to initiate the

order.
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During the month of May of 1983 arrived the Italian Sculptor, Reno

Gtrazzi, accompanied with the statue, which is ranged of four meters
long or 14 feet, weighing approximately 10,886 kilograms or 12 tons of
white marble Carrara; and the base that the statue will be based on
was actively ready by the architect Shehadi Mouawad, and a group of
Lebanese youth. The base is built from three levels: the first level is 13
meters or 42 feet, the second is 12 meters or 38 feet and the upper
part is 5.50 meters or 18 feet, all of which are based on the concrete
base. The total height of the focus with the statue is 112 feet.

On May 22, 1983, in a magnificent ceremony, the statue of the Virgin

Mary, was unveiled by Archbishop Elias Shaheen, the First Bishop of

the Diocese of St. Maron in Canada.




LEAMINGTON — The Lebanese Club broke ground Saturday, May 2, 1981,
towards construction of a shrine on Highway 7 7, north of Leamington.

Rev. Gerry Duchane, representing Roman Catholic Bishop Sherlock—
whose London Diocese includes Mersea Township— cut the ribbon open-
ing the ground — breaking ceremony.

Another dignitary present Included General Consulate for Lebanon, Dr.
Rahi Daher, and Rev. John Sader, pastor of St. Peter’s Church in Windsor.
John Obeid, chairman for the fund-raising dinner which followed the cere-
mony, said the group raised more money than expected. Donations at the
dinner amounted to nearly $32,000, bringing the total raised to nearly
$132,000, including a $28,000, donation by the Venezuelan Lebanese
Community.

Donors of $10 or more will their names included in a book of appreciation
to be published once the shrine is completed; those donating $100 will
have their names inscribed on the base of the shrine itself.

Obeid said, “The Shrine is in memory of all the miracles Our Lady of Leba-
non has performed in protecting our country and defending it from our
enemies. And with all the problems Lebanon is now having, we believe
Our Lady of Lebanon will help and everything will be all right. “

The statue of the virgin Mary will be four meters (14 feet) high and weigh
nearly 10,886 kg (12 tons).

A meeting later this week will determine whether stone from Detroit, Ita-
ly, or Lebanon will be used. Bronze is also considered.

The statue will sit on a three-tiered base; the first tier will be 13 meters
(42 feet) tall, the second 12 meters (38 feet), in height, and the top 51/2
meters (18feet) tall. All three sections will be made of finished concrete.

The shrine will be a duplicate of one which stands on a mountain near the
town of Harissa, Lebanon.

The Windsor Star
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A BIG THANKS TO THE LATE ANTONIOS YOUSSEF
WHO PROVIDED US PHOTOS THAT WE TREASURE FOREVER!
WE ARe FOREVER GRATEFUL THAT HE WAS ABLE TO SHARE HIS PHOTOS WITH US
AND WE ARE SO TOUCHED BY HIS PATIENCE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS

IN SUCH TIME THAT PHOTOGRAPHS WERE SELDOM TAKEN.
THANK YOU, ANTONIOS,

d YOU DID AN AMAZING JOB. s

MAY GOD BLESS YOUR SOUL AND REWARD YOU WITH HIS ABUNDANT BLESSINGS, AMEN!
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On the fundraising for the construction of the statue of Our Lady of Lebanon for Menton May 15, 1979
This celebration is precious to our ears, it gathers us on its sweet night as brothers
No matter how bad the days are, our return to each other
If we are forced to sleep on mats, we will achieve our dreams
Even if we mix dust with tears, our actions will elevate us to glory
We didn't step back once, our projects are always moving forward

Prosperity and construction are our goals, and it is our habit to raise flags

Bk 21 Syl 10 das o Bibuuad Al dis Gl

\ \Z&

To achieve the construction of the statue, all people must follow us

The Virgin Mary is our hope and inspiration, her statue guards our community

The Virgin Mary is the hope of mankind, her love is lilies for our congregation

She has from us reverence and honour and prayers whenever we kneel in front of her
And for it to have a place it is not much that we pay
Extend the hands of goodness and blessings, precious stones are from our quarry

Tonight, our generosity has overflowed and if we want to build who prevents us
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RAISE THE STATUE HIGH

This speech was delivered at the Stone Placement Party at the Statue for Fundraising
Leamington on Saturday, May 2, 1981

A white hand on the horizon of this community waving on .
every occasion, removing the night's handkerchief from the (’Qj
eyeball, giving hope to the desperate and strength to the weak.
It is the hand of sincerity that has been instilled in the breasts
of friendliness and loyalty. And when you see people awakened
by the need for loyalty to seek something, they ally and join
hands and harmonize, say this is magnanimity dawns like a full
moon, and does not continue striving from age to age from
that noblest mountain whose peaks were crowned with snow
and its feet plunged into the sea, so it had messengers and
men in every part of the globe. And you, my countrymen,
you're gathering for righteousness, goodness, and urbaniza-
tion, is an emotion for you tonight to strive for the glorious
work that will decorate the history of our migration. One is in
his exploits of glue, not in his empty words and words. We
were united by the affection of the appeal made to us by the
daughters of the Association of Our Lady of Lebanon, Brides of
the Faith, to contribute with them to the construction of a

shrine topped by the person of the Virgin. We, the Lebanese,

who call it the cedar of Lebanon, have devoted worship to it

since ancient times, and we have built many temples for it on
the top of every mountain, at the foot of every valley and in the
heart of every valley. It has preserved in us the deposit of the
sacred faith and our time in centuries free from dangers and




wars, and in this war that is sweeping Lebanon and which almost
destroyed it, it has kept for us through its intercession the remain-
ing remnant of our people. We hope that it will restore the glo-
ry and splendour of Lebanon and develop in us the virtues of our
glorious ancestors who had good sons.

O sons of my beloved country, you are united by the affection of
the Virgin, so raise her person high, and reign over her in your
hearts, and take her as your emblem, and the people who take the
Virgin as a slogan against which enemies cannot prevail and do not
live in their land of delusion. Raise the statue high in the land of
alienation and go to it in all your affairs, and who are the children
other than the mother? | mean it, O father who struggles day and
night for a dear family, as it strengthens your help to work and pro-
motes your flimsy determination.

Go to her, O mother whose heart has been bereaved by difficult
days, as she comforts your heart and dries your parental tears and
brings you back joys and bliss. Go to her, a young woman who
plays with her heart with concerns and worries, as she cleanses

your heartbeat, protects her from every perverted movement and

enables in you the love of chastity and purity. And you, a young q

man who is confused by corrupt passions, throw yourself before
this mother and she will restrain your heart and move you from

immoral deeds to honourable deeds.




Raise the statue high and go to all of you, old and young, for the mother, whom
the angels are proud of greeting her, and the pleasant bows before her, is the
first to be greeted by her children every day, chanting morning and evening in
front of her most honourable person: "Hail Mary, full of the grace of the Lord
with you, blessed are you in women." Brothers, you have known self-esteem,
your little one refuses humiliation and your elder does not judge injustice. This
is a defect that you inherited from your ancestors and preserved and trans-
ferred it with you to this country, you were called great souls who exceeded
others' jealousy and enthusiasm, so | carried you on the idea of building a
shrine for the Virgin Mary, which no one else like you tried to match in these
areas. By God, you should not confine your wealth and vows to the Virgin, for
they will compensate you many times over, and money is created to serve
proud souls, not to be an idol sacrificed on its altar with honor and generosity
of noble morals, not to be an idol and sacrifice on its altar with honor and gen-

erosity of morals.

So, rise as your renaissance was before in building this beautiful club in which
we are now on the ground, rise as one man, joining hands on a work that you
will complete, and you will receive pride and bless your name your sons and
your children to generation. | have already stood this stand and seen your gen-
erosity and generosity, which made me praise you in every club and communi-

ty, proud of your drive for charity and urban projects.

Now, at the invitation of the Ladies' Association, | was fortunate to return to

you after two years for the same pause, and | was encouraged by what | met

)
p from you previously to knock on your door and base your generosity to estab-

lish the Virgin among you, and | am confident in the dew of your generosity and
love for the Virgin. So give of your wealth, and God will give you many times

over, and may God grant you success and consolidate the bonds of love and




afflictions, and He will release your anguish, and you will go to Him in your pains,

and He will heal your wounds, and He will secure Him in your sorrows, and He will
dry your tears. Thus, the Virgin will be with us and rise above our club in the dias-
pora as she rose on the tops of the mountains of Lebanon, so that she will be ours

and be hers, and will not leave us forever.

FINANCIONS THIS STATUE

The idea of building the statue is noble to construct it
we don't have to be stingy
Please listen to us so we can analyze the issue calmly
I am sure of your support because your hearts are big and kind
I am happy that you remain happy,
and | do not think that you will ignore this issue
I'm glad you're happy, and | don't think you're ignoring this issue.
Just as the club was built with our solidarity,
and our work was crowned with a laurel wreath
From our cedar carrying the most honourable message to the West

and we did not neglect to spread it

We construct a replica of Our Lady of Harissa Statue, let us Rejoice ,—G-m

Come together, present and absent,

we work together so that the statue is raised.

the treasures of the earth do not equal Mary's love




Now, brothers, let us talk in colloquial Arabic so that everyone understands us...
We will start with donations and seminars. The starting point for donation or
Andora starts at $100 and above, so we call this $100 stone in the construction
of the statue. For example, | can donate or less than 100 dollars, which means
that | will have a stone percentage in our milk. Georges Bessawi buys 10 stones,
which means $1,000. And everyone who donates a hundred dollars during the
reconstruction by carving his name on the pedestal of the statue, and this is how
Khaled's remembrance remains over the years. Firstborn, the son of his son will
come and my grandfather will say to him a share of this statue. After that, a
committee of women will be formed to knock on every Lebanese door in
Lementgon and its environs. And if the donor likes to give him a receipt for the
value he donated, there is no objection to that. We collect more than the costs
of the statue, so this will be good and blessed, because do not forget, we will not
raise the statue of the Virgin and evacuate it around Hashir. We must clean the
square and make sweet paths decorated with flowers, trees and cypresses, and
in the future, we will work on stages of the cross, a synagogue, a playground, a
house for the electricians and prepare a place for a picnic and for visitors to rest
because this shrine will be a central point in all of North America. The world
wants to go to it from every dawn and depth, and it will be a pilgrimage for the
injured and the sick. For this reason, the statue and around the statue must be
neat .

Now, brothers, let us talk in colloquial Arabic so that the one who was born here

can understand us... We will start with donations and seminars. The starting

point for donations or promises starts at $100 and above, so we call this $100

stone in the construction of the statue. And everyone who donates a hundred
dollars during the reconstruction by carving his name on the pedestal of the

statue, and this is how will remain a remembrance over the years.




And | want to tell you what happened to me in particular after the president of
the association assigned me to buy flowers for the party that we will hold, and
while | was on my way to buy flowers, | met a person from the community, we
greeted each other and the conversation took place between us, and from con-
versation to talk | asked him if he would attend the party. Answer me honestly
because we should go to church and pray to the Virgin Mary and all the saints. We
should think about building a school, a playground, an office and a swimming

pool.

Then after | bought the flowers, | left him and walked away. But after | left the

suspicion became strong, and | started thinking about it...

| slept that night and started the ideas ... | dreamed that | was on a high mountain
and the club was in the bottom of the mountain and coming down from this
mountain is a pure water waterfall flowing on the club's land. And around the
club rocks grew between them beautiful flowers and trees ... | mean, a scene that
takes the mind... | started saying to myself that | knew the club in Leamington on
77th Road, what did this look like?

I only heard a voice calling me from among the rocks: "What are you doing here
Hanna?

| turned and saw an old woman dressed in white... | told her who are you? And
how did you know my name? She said to me, "You don't know me anymore?" |
am beautiful um Wakim your neighbor, and the neighbor has the right to keep his

neighbor. | shivered and said, "Jamila?" As far as | know, you're dead.

She said, "The soul does not die, my son, the body is the only one who dies." | am
coming to you especially, so | warn you because you are my neighbour, and | do
not want anything to hurt you... Don't shake your intention at the Virgin Mary

party.

But, one named Virgin Mary doesn't let any enemy, no matter how strong his

armies are, be strong against Lebanon, which is the property of the Virgin Mary.

This credit goes back to our ancestors who elevated a statue of the Virgin Mary on
every mountain, every hill, every foothill, every valley and the junction of the road

of the shrine of the Virgin.




But, one named Virgin Mary doesn't let any enemy, no matter how strong his
armies are, be strong against many aggressions passed on Lebanon, and all have
been broken on his rocks, the rocks of faith in the virgin.

The statue of the Virgin in this far western land pulls you to each other, and you . d
will keep the sweet and kind customs you brought with you from the mountains =
of Lebanon.

Teach these customs to your children and the strange people, and with time they
will appreciate the Awayed who you gave them with love of the unity.

Look, my son, there are a couple of people in this community who try to spray
poison and lengthen their tongues against the statue project and try to throw
stones in his path.

Before the statue is raised, one of them will die in a car accident, and the second
person, whose son is a young man in full health, suddenly falls ill and turns over
with woe, they will take him to the hospital two days later and die.

The two families pay attention and know the reason with divine inspira-
tion, and they come back to contribute more than others The whole commu-
nity in general want to participate in the reconstruction of the statue of the
Virgin.

And here | saw a very tall and beautiful woman wearing a white dress with a
blue shawl on top of it, and she said to Jamila: Are you done, Jamila?

I tried to talk to her, but the alarm woke me up and | got up and started thinking
about this dream.

This is what happened to me | am saying to you with no increase or decrease.

You can interpret this dream as you wish. You are free if you believe it or don't
believe it.
But | advise you, don't try to shake your intentions. Come on now we will start

collecting money donate and don't be stingy.
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longer remember

What the value was, and | occasionally throw a quartet of zajal. And here,

&5 donations began with generosity and faith, amounting to about $40,000, in @j
= addition to donations from the Lebanese community in Venezuela amounting to Nz
$35,000.

Here, joy prevailed, so the Association of Ladies asked me to head the leader-

ship of the Dabke in acknowledgment of credit!
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| was invited by the Lebanese community in Leamington
while | was in Venezuela to attend the installation of the

statue of the Virgin Mary, but | was unable to do so.
April 15, 1983
Apology letter to the ladies

Dear President and members of the Our Lady of Leba-

non Association:
Best regards,

| have received your invitation to attend the unveiling of
the statue of the Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Lebanon, this
wonderful and unique celebration in our Lebanese Ca-
nadian community. With great regret and disappoint-
ment, | apologize for not being able to attend due to
compelling circumstances. You cannot appreciate how
eager | was to attend with you, and you are especially
aware of my eagerness to attend this celebration, which

| was the primary reason for its achievement...

By the way, | extend my heartfelt greetings and congrat-
ulations to all of you on the accomplishment of this
wonderful work. Thank you with my regards to all of

you...

April 20, 1983, John Obeid
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Oh community,
you who achieved the goals and hopes
Your hands to do good deeds are used
to good deeds in life in every field
With your generosity,
you carried the greatest testimony,
and your effective effort is capital
Your club has become a reference of worship
and a center where we gather
in every circumstance
You don't ask me, ask my children
how eager | was to be present

at the statue's installation!
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May, 1983:
*Arrival and positioning of the statue of Our Lady of Lebanon (accompanied by
Italian Sculpture, Rino Grazzi.
eDescription of statue: White Carrara marble; 145 feet high weighing 12 tons
sitting on a conical base of concrete 42 feet in height and totaling just under 60
feet with a spiraling staircase to allow accessibility.
May 22, 1983:

slebration to commemorate the Unveiling of the Statue and blessing by F
‘lency the Bishop of Saint Maron Diocese of Canada, Bishop Elias Shab-
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November, 1977:

- Establishment of Our Lady of Lebanon Auxiliary

Mission:

To establish a project of constructing a shrine of Our Lady
of Lebanon duplicating that in Harissa, Lebanon.

To keep alive the Lebanese tradition of devotion to Mother
Mary.

1978 - 1980:

Collection of donations for the project from the
Leamington Lebanese Community (as the main supporter),
Venezuelan, Lebanese Community, Ottawa, Toronto,
Detroit, Windsor and surrounding communities.

May, 1981:

Ground Breaking Ceremony ( beginning of the construction
of the Shrine.

May, 1983:

) Arrival and positioning of the statue of Our Lady of Leba- )
(@ non (accompanied by Italian Sculpture, Rino Grazzi) @%

Description of the statue: White Carrara marble; 145 feet

high weighing 12 tons sitting on a conical base of concrete
42 feet in height and totaling just under 60 feet with a spi-
raling staircase to allow accessibility.
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Celebration to commemorate the Unveiling of the Statue and
blessing by His Excellency the Bishop of Saint Maron Diocese of
Canada, Bishop Elias Shaheen.

August:

Keeping alive the tradition of devotion to our Mother Mary with
Annual Liturgical Celebration of Prayer and Feasting.

Committed work of committed members of Our Lady of

Lebanon Auxiliary of the Leamington Lebanese Club, Ontario,
Canada.

June, 1999:

Building of the Stations of the Cross outside of the Shrine, moti-
vated by the love they have for the Prayers related to these
Stations.

August, 1999:

Blessing of the Stations of the Cross by His Excellency Mgr. Jo-

seph Khoury during the Assumption Festival.
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T 4. Blessing of the Stations of the Cross by His Excellency Mgr. Jo- S S
i_@ seph Khoury during the Assumption Festival. @j

President and Officers of Our Lady of Lebanon Auxiliary

Mrs. Marie Obeid: Prayer Leader

Mrs. Bernadette Jraige: Secretary

Bishop Committee:

Mrs. Rita Tannous

Mrs. Micheline Nouhra

Mrs. Julia Raffoul

January 7th, 2000:

The Election held on this day resulted in favor of :

Mrs. Souad Jacobs: President

Mrs. Adele Thomas: Vice President
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Mrs. Batty Saad: Treasurer
Mrs. Khazzoun Yacoub: Prayers Leader

Mrs. Najibe Mikhail: Secretary

Bishop Committee:

Mrs. Sharife Jabbour (also Vice President

Mrs. Anne Semaan

Mrs. Martha Eid

For administration information, you can call:

Mrs. Souad Jacobs (President) @ (519) 326-8291
Mailing Address: 16 Sherwood Ave., Leamington, On.,

N8H 4T8

The problem with conscience these days is

that it dies before its owner.!
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Through the efforts of Monsignor Charles Saad, the Maronite Diocese of Canada obtained 6
acres and the shrine of the statue of Our Lady of Lebanon for free from the Lebanese Club.
This fulfilled the dream of the Maronite Patriarchs for 40 years.

We thank Monsignor Saad for his dedicated service and love for the Lebanese community!
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His Eminence Youssef El Khoury, the first Maronite bishop to visit the club
The mayor of Leamington presented him with the key to the city,
Then he held a 40th day memorial mass for the late Father Boutros Obeid who served
the parish of Tourza for 57 years.
That was on August 2, 1979
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In @ pine fent on the shoulders of rocks,
the honds of the gods blended eur soil
On a braided bed of sagle feathers, we fell aslesp
and woke up from the dream of our naps
The dream was o journey to the depths of the seas

for o place where we teach our customs

The second dream is for the country’s men
1o attend our big club’s inauguration

The sleepless nights lasted longer

than the tired enes,

ond our bond was stronger than destiny.

And tomorrow, when will eur children see our work?

The second dream will live in the eyes of the blind!

' And the third dream that the immigrant
/2 a08 hi o
(/ ~ got his destination

*/‘l And the ewners of the house have ne snemy

And any way we losk af the sociely

We see the full moon of the night teek his seat

-

IN A PINE TENT

And the chest of jihad after his suffering is exploined
And from the shrine of the geat, we buil? his shrine
dream wake up fo the bread of joy

Cheers fo the hearts of the young people who have
worked

And the fourth dream of this lond is to fill it
with buildings.
We construct buildings that are svitable for all ages.
Building for children whe are still minors
For sports, for the lesson, for waiting.
And a building for those who have lived
in this world for years,
far the old woman and the old man of the heuse
And a buitdig for the yeung guys and girls,
for dencing, for the singer, for $he beats of the strings
Even the paople of the house will be together

und the sun of eur Lebunon shines day and night.




